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Amendments to the Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

causing linking of an inter- working function with an asynchronous transfer mode 
transport network and an internet protocol transport network; 

configuring the inter- working function to send and receive a served user transport 
element of an existing protocol; 

using the existing protocol to establish data transport bearers in the asynchronous transfer 
mode transport network to adapt a new protocol to control the transport bearers in a transport 
network layer; and 

causing conveyance of conv e ying transport related information between entities in the 
asynchronous transfer mode and the internet protocol transport networks to control the transport 
bearers in the transport network layer. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3 . (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 , wherein said transport 
related information includes at least one of: transport network layer address information, 
transport network layer resource information, transmission time interval of the transport network 
layer user, packet size information and quality of service information. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
using said asynchronous transfer mode transport network in a radio access network, 

wherein said existing protocol is an access link control application protocol based on 
asynchronous transfer mode adaptation layer type 2 signalling. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 4, wherein said 
asynchronous transfer mode adaptation layer type 2 signalling is based on international 
telecommunication union recommendation Q.2630. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 5, further comprising: 
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utilizing.^ as said served user transport element of an existing access link control 
application protocol^ a served user transport element of said Q.2630 signalling. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
using said served user transport element in said new protocol to convey information 

needed by said existing protocol, wherein said existing protocol comprises an access link control 
application protocol. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
including said served user transport element in an establish confirm message of said 

existing protocol, wherein said existing protocol comprises an access link control application 
protocol. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
including said served user transport element in an establish request message of said 

existing protocol, wherein said existing protocol comprises an access link control application 
protocol. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving an address information of a radio access network node; 

checking whether said address information is compatible with an address space of 
receiving protocol; and 

if said address information is not compatible, determining an address of said inter- 
working function. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 0, wherein the 
determining of the address of said inter-working function is by default for each network node. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 10, further comprising: 
querying the address of said inter-working function from a centralized location in said 

network. 
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1 3 . (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 0, wherein the 
determining of the address of said inter-working function is based on a physical port from which 
an application protocol message is received. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 10, wherein the 
determining of the address of said inter-working function is based on a logical port from which 
an application protocol message was received. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 0, wherein the checking 
comprises using a type of address information field that indicates at least one of a set including, a 
type of a network node, a type of address and a type of transport layer. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 10, wherein said checking 
comprises using a type of node information field that indicates at least one of a set including, a 
type of a network node, a type of address and a type of transport layer. 

17. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 7, wherein said checking 
comprises using a type of transport layer information field that indicates at least one of a set 
including, a type of a network node, a type of address and a type of transport layer. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
making in said inter- working function a mapping between a first interface of said existing 

protocol and a second interface of said new protocol, wherein said mapping is based on 
information in said served user transport defined element. 

19. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
implementing said inter- working function as a stand-alone node in said asynchronous transfer 
mode transport network. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
implementing said inter- working function as a stand-alone node in a transport network. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
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implementing said inter- working function as a part of a network node in said 
asynchronous transfer mode transport network. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
implementing said inter- working function as a part of a network node in a transport 

network. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 20, wherein said transport 
network is based on an internet protocol network. 

24. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a controller configured to implement an inter-working functio n, the inter-work function 
being linked with an asynchronous transfer mode transport network and an internet protocol 
transport network, 

wherein said inter-working function comprises a mapping entity that is configured to 

cause sending and receiving of send and r e ceive a served user transport element 

of an existing protocol, that is used to establish data transport bearers in the asynchronous 

transfer mode transport network, to adapt a new protocol to control the transport bearers in a 

transport network layer, and 

cause conveyance of convey transport related information between entities in the 

asynchronous transfer mode and internet protocol transport networks to control the transport 

bearers in the transport network layer. 

25. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 24, wherein said 
asynchronous transfer mode transport network is used in radio access network, and wherein said 
existing protocol is an access link control application protocol based on asynchronous transfer 
mode adaptation layer type 2 signalling. 

26. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 25, wherein said 
asynchronous transfer mode adaptation layer type 2 signalling is based on international 
telecommunication union recommendation Q.2630. 
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27. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 26, wherein the inter- 
working function is further configured to: 

utilize as said served user transport element of an existing protocol a served user transport 
element of said Q.2630 signalling. 

28. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 24, wherein the inter- 
working function is further configured to provide: 

a checking entity configured to check whether an address information is compatible with 
an address space of receiving protocol, when receiving an address information of a radio access 
network node; and 

an address determining entity configured to determine an address of the said inter- 
working function. 

29. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

controlling means for controlling an inter-working function linked with an asynchronous 
transfer mode transport network and an internet protocol transport network; 

mapping means for causing sending and receiving of a served user transport element of 
an existing protocol for establishing data transport bearers in the asynchronous transfer mode 
transport network to adapt a new protocol for controlling the transport bearers in a transport 
network layer; and 

conveying means for causing conveyance of conv e ying transport related information 
between entities in the asynchronous transfer mode and internet protocol transport networks for 
controlling the transport bearers in the transport network layer. 

30. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium encoded with computer 
executable instructions comprising: 

configuring an inter- working function linked with an asynchronous transfer mode 
transport network and an internet protocol transport network to send and receive a served user 
transport element of an existing protocol; 
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using the existing protocol to establish data transport bearers in the asynchronous transfer 
mode transport network to adapt a new protocol to control the transport bearers in a transport 
network layer; and 

cause conveyance of conveying transport related information between entities in the 
asynchronous transfer mode and internet protocol transport networks to control the transport 
bearers in the transport network layer. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a controller configured to control an inter-working function linked with an asynchronous 
transfer mode transport network and an internet protocol transport network 

wherein the controller is further configured to send and receive a served user transport 
element of an existing protocol to establish data transport bearers in the asynchronous transfer 
mode transport network to adapt a new protocol to control the transport bearers in a transport 
network layer; and 

wherein the controller is further configured to cause a conveyance of a transceiver 
configured t o convey transport related information between entities in the asynchronous transfer 
mode and internet protocol transport networks to control the transport bearers in the transport 
network layer. 
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